
Serowe BessieFest 2007 

 
This month we will celebrate Bessie Head, Botswana’s greatest 
writer. She is known around the world. We will hold: 

• a concert on Saturday evening, July 14 
• two days of events at the Serowe Museum, July 15-16 

All these events will be open to the public, and we expect many 
Serowe people and many visitors to be there. 

WHY DO WE CELEBRATE BESSIE? First, it is her 70th 

birthday. On 6th July 1937 she was born in 
Pietermaritzburg, S Africa. 

Second, she suffered greatly in her life but 
managed to overcome almost all obstacles. 
Because she was a child of a black father and a 

white mother, she met racism all her life. 

Apartheid came to S Africa when she was 12. It 

forced her to move to Botswana when she was 26. Then she 
struggled to integrate herself into Serowe life. It was five years 
before she had her own home here. 

After she settled in, she fell in love with this village and its 
history. She wrote two books about it. Serowe: Village of the 

Rain Wind and A Bewitched Crossroad. 

Finally, she wrote so well! She wrote beautiful stories about 
ordinary people. She said about herself: “Together with people I 

have built up a kind of people religion that is rooted in the 
African soil.” 

 

 

The Saturday evening concert features Thunder Echo, 
Ranamane, Sakhaya Kings, and Crazzie. Tickets are P10.  

 
 

The concert will be held in the main hall of the Serowe College 
of Education. Doors open at 7:00; concert starts at 8:00 pm. 
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